
LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

Jens Stoltenberg 

SG(2023)0124 

Dear Ambassador, 

5 July 2023 

1 have the honour to refer to the request of lraq and the subsequent North Atlantic Council decisions 
agreeing to work together to establish a new NATO-led training and capacity building mission in lraq. 
This mission is known as NATO Mission lraq. 

Based on the NATO-lraq exchange of letters, NATO and lraq agree to the presence of NATO 
Personnel in lraq for the purpose of advising relevant officials in the Ministry of Defence and its 
institutions, training lraqi instructors at Professional Military Education institutions, advising the Office 
of the National Security Adviser and lraq's national security structures in the areas of Security Seetor 
Reform and continuing the current activities. lraq is also to accept the participation of the Republic 
of Austria as a partner nation. 

1 refer also to the decision by the North Atlantic Council to initially accept the Republic of Austria's 
offer to contribute to the NATO Mission lraq and, pending completion of these financial and 
participation arrangements the subsequent recognition of the Republic of Austria as an operational 
partner in the NATO Mission lraq. 

Therefore, based upon previous discussions and communications, and on signature of this 
Agreement, 1 accept with appreciation the offer of the Government of the Republic of Austria to 
provide to the NATO Mission lraq an initial contribution of not more than ten (10) personnel. lt is my 
understanding that it is the intention of the Government of the Republic of Austria to maintain its 
participation in the NATO Mission lraq for a period of at least six (6) months, which may be extended. 

The principles concerning the status of the NATO Mission lraq are set out in the Exchange of Letters 
between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Republic of lraq (hereinafter the NATO-lraq 
EOL), in any supplementary arrangements and in NATO's operational planning documents. lt is 
understood that your ultimate decision with respect to participation in the mission will be contingent 
upon your acceptance of the provisions of these documents. 1 seek your agreement that the Austrian 
contingent shall conduct itself in accordance with the terms of these documents and any changes to 
them throughout the course of the Republic of Austria's participation in the NATO Mission lraq. 

Your attention is drawn to the fact that the Austrian contribution to the NATO Mission I raq is governed 
by the provisions of the aforementioned NATO-lraq EOL and supplementary arrangements for 
operations under NATO Command and Control arrangements only. 

In accordance with the provisions of the OPLAN referred at hereafter, the Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe (SACEUR) has been authorised by the North Atlantic Council to conduct the 
NATO Mission lraq. SACEUR has overall strategic command of NATO Mission lraq and exercises 
operational command and operational control following transfer of authority by Nations. SACEUR 
delegates operational control of forces to Commander, Joint Force Command Naples, (COM 
JFCNP), who further delegates this authority to the Commander, NATO Mission lraq (COM NMI). 
COM NMI, as the in-theatre operational commander, will command the NATO Mission lraq and 
synchronise its activities with the lraqi authorities. 

--
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